New York, 26 September 2007

Dr. Rafael Correa Delgado
PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC of ECUADOR

Dear President Correa:

We write to you to express our strong support for your actions to demilitarize Ecuador’s relations
with the United States, including the decision to close the U.S.-operated military base in Manta,
known as a Forward Operating Location (FOL), when the agreement for it expires in 2009.

U.S. officials have defended the Manta base, asserting that drug traffic in Ecuador and the
eastern Pacific has grown in recent years.' But if drug traffic has grown since the base began
operations in Manta in 2000, it suggests — at the very least — that it has been ineffective. The
FOL commander has also stated that the base is “very important” for Plan Colombia, which is
described as a counter-drug program. But Plan Colombia’s military emphasis, its inaction
against drug trafficking by paramilitary groups allied with the Colombian army, and its trivial
impacts on the amount of coca leaf grown indicate that it is more accurately described as a plan
for war — war that has displaced millions of Colombian civilians and killed many thousands. A
U.S. military base in Ecuador helps neither of our countries.

The militarized approach to reducing traffic of illegal drugs represents a tragic decision that has
not affected the availability or price of these drugs in our communities, nor addressed the
poverty and lack of infrastructure that lead some Latin American farmers to enter the illegal
economy. A study by the Rand Corporation showed that spending on interdiction of the sort
conducted from the Manta base is 23 times less effective in reducing illegal drug use than
treatment of drug users.” To paraphrase President Dwight Eisenhower, every dollar spent on
military approaches to drugs represents a theft from programs for at-risk youth in the United
States, for investment in reducing the United States’ carbon emissions, and for payment of other
debts our country owes to the world.

We applaud your administration’s publicly stated decision to not renew the agreement for the
FOL in Manta, and to withdraw from the UNITAS naval exercises that were held in June, led by
the U.S. military. In the absence of any credible external military threat to the region and the
ineffectiveness of military actions in stemming the supply of illegal drugs, these exercises serve
only to militarize the seas, waste resources, and antagonize peaceful international relations.

We represent U.S. sectors concerned not only about the U.S. military base in Manta, but also
about other ways the U.S. government violates Ecuador’s and other Latin American nations’
sovereignty through military intervention. We are working to shut down the U.S. Army’s
Western Hemispheric Institute of Security Cooperation, also known as the School of the
Americas, by cutting funding in the U.S. and urging progressive Latin American governments to
send no more troops to train at that Institute, which has a long and persistent history of training
soldiers who later commit human rights atrocities, and of inviting officers who already have such
histories to serve as instructors.

' “Ecuador’s Divided Loyalties,” Los Angeles Times, January 15, 2007.
* C. Peter Rydell and Susan S. Everingham, “Controlling Cocaine: Supply Versus Demand
Programs,” prepared for the Office of National Drug Control Policy, 1994.



We also want to highlight other ways in which the U.S. government seeks to maintain control of
Latin American military and police forces, including the 2005 opening of negotiations for another
“International Law Enforcement Academy” (ILEA) to “train” all of Latin America®. We do not
believe the United States has a place in teaching other nations the practice of war or policing,
while its government is blatantly violating international law and refusing to ratify international
pacts that could protect civilian populations and sovereign nations from further violence, such as
the Rome Statute for the creation of the International Criminal Court. That is why we are
working to change U.S. military policy.

In the struggle to demilitarize our country’s relations with yours, you may count on us. We look
forward to further dialogue with you on these issues.
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